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Chapter 16.04
FAIR HOUSING ORDINANCE

Sections:
16.04.010 Definitions.
16.04.020 Declaration of policy.
16.04.030 Exemptions.
16.04.040 Prohibited acts designated.
16.04.050 Securing evidence—Prohibited acts designated.
16.04.060 Requiring certain information permitted.
16.04.070 Violation—Penalty.

16.04.010 Definitions.

A. “Accommodation” means any room, apartment, house, building or structure, any part of
which is used for human habitation on a temporary or permanent basis.

B. “Discriminate,” “discrimination,” and “discriminating” shall refer to any type of act or refusal
to act prohibited by this chapter which is based to any degree on a consideration by the actor of the race,
color, religion, ancestry, national origin or physical handicap of another person.

C. “Housing” shall include any part of any building, structure or land, whether or not vacant.
(Ord. 10B-84 (part), 1984: Ord. A-64 § 7, 1971)

16.04.020 Declaration of policy.

It is declared to be the policy of the city, pursuant to the United States and Wisconsin
Constitutions and also its power to protect the public health, safety and general welfare, that all persons,
regardless of race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, or physical handicap; are entitled to fair and
equal access to housing; and to that end the city enacts the following chapter, which prohibits any person
not herein exempted from discriminating against any other person by impairing to any degree access to
any housing or housing accommodations on the basis of race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin or
physical handicap. (Ord. 10B-84 (part), 1984: Ord. A-64 § 1, 1971)

16.04.030 Exemptions.

A. Nothing in this chapter shall bar any religious or denominational institution or organization,
or any charitable or educational organization which is operated, supervised or controlled by or in
connection with a religious organization, from limiting admission to or giving preference to persons of the
same religion or denomination, or from making such selection as is reasonably calculated by such
organization to promote the religious principles for which it is established or maintained.

B. No prohibition in this chapter shall apply in a situation pertaining to the following:

1. Any building occupied by the owner as his residence, in which single rooms are rented out for
occupancy by four or less individuals, not members of the owner's family.

2. Any building located on a lot which does not exceed sixty feet by one hundred twenty feet in
size, on which lot is situated a building or structure occupied by the owner thereof as his residence,
provided the total number of family housing units on said lot does not exceed four.

3. Any building consisting of four or less dwelling units, all in one structure in which at least one
of such dwelling units is occupied by the owner of such building as his residence. (Ord. A-64 § 3, 1971)

16.04.040 Prohibited acts designated.

A. Except as otherwise exempted in this chapter, it shall be prohibited discriminatory practice for
any person to:
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1. Print, publish, circulate, issue, display, post, mail or communicate in any other way any
announcement, statement, advertisement, publication or sign the import of which indicates to any degree
a decision or purpose to impair in any way the access of any person, on the basis of his race, color,
religion, ancestry, national origin or physical handicap, to any transferable interest in any housing or
housing accommodations;

2. Refuse to sell, lease, sublease, rent or in any other manner deny, withhold or impair the
transfer of title, leasehold or any other interest in any part of any housing or housing accommodation,
when such refusal is based to any degree on a consideration of race, color, religion, ancestry, or national
origin or physical handicap of the person refused;

3. Refuse to lend money or security, guarantee any loan, accept any mortgage or in any other
manner make available any other funds or resources for the construction, acquisition, purchase,
rehabilitation, repair or maintenance of any housing or housing accommodation, when such refusal is
based to any degree on a consideration of the race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin or physical
handicap of the person refused; or

4. Refuse to furnish any facilities or services for any housing or housing accommodation,
whether ordinarily provided pursuant to legal duty or local custom, when such refusal is based to any
degree on a consideration of the race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin or physical handicap of the
person refused.

B. It is unlawful for any person to do or refuse to do any act which to any degree affects the
purpose of any activity prohibited by this chapter. (Ord. 10B-84 (part), 1984: Ord. A-64 § 2, 1971)

16.04.050 Securing evidence—Prohibited acts designated.

It is unlawful for any person not having any bona fide intention to avail himself of any rights
under this chapter to solicit offers, to buy or lease from property owners or lessees or their agents, to
demand the services or facilities of any place of public accommodation, to demand facilities or to demand
any employment for the sole purpose of securing evidence of a discriminatory practice. (Ord. A-64 § 4,
1971)

16.04.060 Requiring certain information permitted.

Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to prohibit an owner, or his agent, from requiring that any
person who seeks to buy, rent or lease housing supply information concerning his family, marital,
financial and business status but not concerning race, color or creed. (Ord. A-64 § 5, 1971)

16.04.070 Violation—Penalty.

Any person who wilfully violates this chapter shall, for each such violation, forfeit not less than
twenty-five dollars nor more than two hundred dollars. Each day such violation continues shall constitute
a separate offense. Payment of any such forfeiture shall be stayed during the period in which any appeal
may be taken and during the pendency of any appeal. (Ord. A-64 § 6, 1971)
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Chapter 16.08
WISCONSIN UNIFORM DWELLING CODE

Sections:
16.08.010 Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code adopted by reference.

16.08.010 Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code adopted by reference.

The city council adopts by reference the Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code, as amended from
time to time, which is now on file with the city clerk and may be inspected any weekday at the office of
the city clerk in the Municipal Building in the city of Altoona, Wisconsin, during regular business hours.
(Ord. 7B-05, 2005, Ord. 3D-95, 1995: Ord. A-37 § 1, 1967)
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Chapter 16.12

HOUSING MAINTENANCE AND OCCUPANCY CODE

Sections:
16.12.010 Housing maintenance and occupancy code adopted by reference.
16.12.010 Housing maintenance and occupancy code adopted by reference.

The Housing Maintenance and Occupancy Code of the City of Eau Claire, Eau Claire County,
Wisconsin, as it now reads, and as it is amended from time to time by the city of Eau Claire, is adopted by
reference as the housing maintenance and occupancy code of the city. The housing maintenance and
occupancy code shall be kept on file with the city clerk, and shall be available for inspection during the
regular office hours of the city clerk’s office. (Ord. 1A-91, 1991: Ord. A-66 § 1, 1971)
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