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Finance Committee Meeting Minutes 

August 22, 2019 

 

(1) Call Meeting to Order. 

 Meeting was called to order by Chairman Andy Schlafer at 5:00 p.m. in the Council 

Chambers at Altoona City Hall.  

 

(2) Roll Call. 

Members present: Andrew Schlafer, Red Hanks, Tim Sexton, 

    Susan Rowe and Mark Willer  

 

 Also Present:  City Finance Director Tina Nelson 

    City Administrator Michael Golat 

    City Council Member Matt Biren 

    Management Analyst Roy Atkinson 

 

(3)  Discuss/consider approval of minutes of the November 29, 2018 Finance Committee 

meeting. 

 Motion by Willer/Hanks to approve the minutes of the November 29, 2018 Finance 

Committee meeting. Sexton abstained.  Motion carried. 

  

(4) Discuss/consider recommendation to Council regarding approval of the Comprehensive 

Annual Financial Report for 2018   

 Finance Director Tina Nelson noted that last year the City went out for RFP’s for auditors 

and the Finance Committee and Council approved CliftonLarsonAllen as the new auditors.   

Brock Geyen of CliftonLarsonAllen was in attendance to present the Comprehensive annual 

Financial Report for 2018.   He summarized the following: 

1.  Reports Issued:  Auditor’s Report (Opinion) and the Management letter. 

2.  Other Assistance and Observations which consist of Regulatory Filing Assistance. 

3.  General Fund. 

4.  Special Revenue Funds. 

5.  Debt Service Funds. 

6.  Capital Project Funds. 

7.  Enterprise Funds. 

8.  Long-term Obligations.  

 
  Motion by Willer/Sexton to recommend to Council acceptance of the Comprehensive 

Annual Financial Report for 2018 as presented by CliftonLarsonAllen.  Motion carried. 

 

(5)  Miscellaneous Business and Communications. 

 None. 

 

(6) Adjournment 

 Motion by Sexton/Rowe to adjourn at 5:35 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

Transcribed by 

Cindy Bauer, City Clerk 



 

 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Altoona Finance Committee Members 

 

FROM:  Michael Golat, City Administrator 

 

SUBJECT: Summary of THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2019 Finance Committee Meeting Items 

 

Provided below for your consideration is a summary of the THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2019 

Finance Committee Meeting agenda items. 

 

ITEM 4 - Discuss/consider recommendation to Council regarding request by owners of 1003 Garfield 

Avenue for prospective purchaser of home at to assume all or a portion of special assessments 

pursuant to Altoona Municipal Code 3.24.140 (d) (12), subject to legal counsel approval of any 

required agreements. 

 

Altoona Municipal Code Chapter 3.24.140 (c) notes that any outstanding special assessments shall be paid 

upon conveyance of a property by deed or recorded land contract and shall not be assumed by the purchaser 

of the property. However, 3.24.140 (d) (12) provides that an exception may be granted in the following 

circumstances: 

 

If the city council, upon affirmative recommendation of the finance committee, finds that a specific 

exception is in the city’s best interests, and formally grants an exception.  

 

City staff has received a request from the owners of 1003 Garfield for such an exception. 

 

As you are aware, work on Garfield Avenue commenced this fall, but was not completed due to the early 

onset of cold weather. The home owners at 1003 Garfield have been trying to sell their home, but have 

found it difficult given the impact of the construction. They have received an offer, wherein the purchaser 

would be willing to assume all or  a portion of the special assessments, which would make the transaction 

feasible. Therefore, they are asking for an exception to paying the special assessments in full as described 

above. 

 

If approved, the unpaid special assessments would remain as a lien against the property with the new owners 

responsible for paying the assessments. Staff advises that, at closing, the new owner be required to sign an 

agreement drafted by the City Attorney to assume the outstanding special assessments, noting the special 

assessments would need to be paid consistent with Chapter 3.24 of Altoona Municipal Code. Further, the 

City would require the agreement to be recorded.  

 

Suggested motion:  I move to recommend/not recommend to Council approval of the request for an 

exception to Altoona Municipal Code Chapter 3.24.140 (c) consistent with Chapter 3.24.140 (d) (12) as 

requested by the owners of 1003 Garfield Avenue subject to final approval by the City Attorney who will 

provide related agreement(s) for execution by the property owner and Mayor Pratt, which such agreement(s) 

shall be recorded. 
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